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resemblance to the painting of Huxley. With a wry
smile, Corley says he has often pondered whether this
resemblance to the famous evolutionist prompted his
election to the Foundation Board! However, one only
needs to know Corley for a short period of time to
realize that the energy, style, dedication, and tenacity
he evinces have been of far greater value to the
Foundation than his distinguished resemblance to
Huxley. Anyone not familiar with the depth of
Corley's involvement with Galápagos is encouraged to
consult the 1987, Volume 45 article in Noticias
entitled "Looking Back."
Although less involved with Noticias, Corley still
plans various activities related to Galápagos. He will
continue to act as a representative of the Charles
Darwin Foundation in England and to receive
contributions from European supporters. He also plans
to work on a history of Galápagos, and we sincerely
hope that he will regularly contribute articles to
Noticias. We wish him the best in all of his endeavors
and wholeheartedly appreciate his unselfish
contributions to the Foundation and to Galápagos over
the years.
SANTA CRUZ FACT SHEET
Text By: Amrit Work Kendrick
Map By: Heidi M. Snell
Size.--Second larg~t of the Galápagos Islands,
surface area of 986 km , nearly one third the size of
Luxembourg, and nearly twice as large as Cura!1ao.
E levati O n .--Highest point is Cerro Crocker at
864 m. Unlike some of the major islands and
volcanoes in Galápagos, Santa Cruz lacks a central
caldera.
Geographical and Geological Features.--
This island occupies a central position in the
Archipelago and from appropriate vantage points it is
possible to see the islands of Santa Fe, Floreana,
Pinzón, Santiago, Rábida, Isabela, Baltra, Seymour,
Plaza Sur, and Plaza Norte. The oldest rocks of Santa
Cruz were formed 0.98-1.03 million years before
present.
Ecology.--Santa Cruz has a diverse flora with all
six vegetation zones recognized in Galápagos occurring
on the island. At low elevations are the Littoral, Arid,
and Transition Zones. Moist winds from the south
produce the Sca/esia Zone at 200-500 m where
rainfall and garúa are greatest. The Sca/esia forests
were devastated by the heavy rains of the 1982-83 El
Niño, but are now recovering. Higher yet on the slopes
of Santa Cruz are the slightly drier Miconia and Fern-
Sedge Zones. The Miconia Zone is better developed on
Santa Cruz than elsewhere in the islands. At the
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highest elevations, sedges and ferns are predominant
because they tolerate the extremes of temperature
and humidity found there. Low elevations and northern
exposures that receive less moisture from the winds
out of the south are driest with abundant cactuses,
deciduous trees, and spiny shrubs. The fauna of Santa
Cruz is rich and includes eight species of finches, a
mockingbird, both vermilion and broad-billed
flycatchers, yellow warblers, Galápagos hawks, two
species of owls, and a variety of sea birds. The Santa
Cruz tortoises are among the largest of the dome-
shaped tortoises. The tortoises can be seen in their
native habitats within the Tortoise Reserve and
occasionally along roads in the colonized areas.
Introduced predators such as pigs, dogs, and cats have
created special conservation problems for tortoises,
land iguanas, and dark-rumped petrels.
Human Population.--The largest
concentration of Galápagos inhabitants is in Puerto
Ayora, adjacent to Bahía Academy, and near the
headquarters of the Galápagos National Park Service
and the Charles Darwin Research Station. Several
smaller villages exist in the humid climates of the
agricultural zone further from the coast: Bella Vista,
Santa Rosa, El Carmen, and El Cascajo. Coffee,
papaya, avocados, and a variety of other fruits and
vegetables are grown for local consumption. A
significant cattle industry exists which depends in part
on artificial insemination to avoid the importation of
breeding stock which might carry diseases and
parasites. Cattle are exported to other islands and to
the mainland, but most of the beef and dairy products
Santa Cruz produces are consumed on the island. The
settlement of the island (primarily for agricultural
purposes) began in the 1920s, but since the
establishment of the Galápagos National Park in 1959,
the principal industry has shifted to tourism and
activities that support tourism.
Current Problems.--Santa Cruz is a major
population center and the hub of most tourist traffic.
Cargo brought by air (via Baltra airport) and by sea to
Santa Cruz presents a continual danger of introducing
plants and animals to the Galápagos ecosystem.
Problems exist at present with the introduced fire ant
which destroys native invertebrates; the smooth-
billed ani which may impact native finches; and
introduced plants including: Lantana, Cinchona, and
Psidium (the guayaba), all of which are aggressive
plants that have displaced native species.
Sites of Interest.--Bahfa Tortu<;1a - A 1 km
beach of fine white sand reached from Puerto Ayora
via an easy to navigate 5 km foot trail through a
variety of Arid Zone vegetation and lava formations.
Bahía Academy
- This picturesque anchorage which
is home to many tourism boats was named in honor of
Academy, the ship used by the California Academy of
Sciences Expedition in 1905-06. Marine
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iguanas, pelicans, blue-footed boobies, frigate birds,
noddies, lava gulls, and three species of herons are
commonly seen feeding in and around the bayo
Las Grietas - These large fissures in the lava
shoreline are not far from Puerto Ayora. Where they
join with the sea, they are home to resting sea turtles
and sharks. Further inland where the water is
brackish due to mixing of seawater with freshwater
draining from the island, blind cave fish and crayfish
are found.
Cerro Crocker and Media Luna - The best views of
adjacent islands exist from this high vantage point on a
clear day. Media Luna, an old volcanic crater covered
with Míeonía plants and surrounded by moisture-Ioving
ferns, is a major nesting area for the dark-rumped
petrel.
Los Túneles - This complex of lava tubes located
on private land allows the visitor to appreciate the
magnitude of volcanic eruptions. For a small admission
charge, the visitor equipped with a flashlight can
explore one of the longest lava tubes in South
America, a natural tunnel nearly 1 km in length.
Tortoise Reserve - The tortoise reserve is located
near the boundary between the Galápagos National Park
and the Colonized Zone and can be reached on foot or
horseback by following the traíl from Santa Rosa.
Here the visitor can see giant tortoises in their native
habitats. During the wettest seasons, ponds form at
various sites and the tortoises regularly soak in the
water to remove ticks and other parasites.
Los Gemelos - The twin craters with nearly
vertical walls produced by major collapses are located
near the Cross-island Road. Surrounding Los Gemelos
is a dense forest of regenerating Sea/esía trees where
vermilion flycatchers are common.
Caleta Tortuga Negra
- A mangrove lagoon which
opens into the ocean and which is accessible to visitors
only by boat, these waters are frequently used by sea
turtles, rays, and sharks as a feeding and resting
area. Herons commonly nest in nearby trees.
Las Bachas - This small beach where sea turtles
haul out to bask and to nest is on the northwestern side
of Santa Cruz. Flamingos are occasionally seen in the
lagoon nearby. Formerly the removal of sand from the
beaches in this area for construction on Santa Cruz
threatened to produce a shoreline of barren rock. Use
of alternative construction materials has allowed
preservation of many small beaches that were
threatened.
Canal de Itabaca - This narrow body of turquoise-
blue water between Baltra and Santa Cruz is often a
visitor's first view of Galápagos when arriving at the
Baltra airport. The visitor traveling to Puerto Ayora
by the Cross-island Road must cross the canal by
ferry. Pelicans, boobies, shearwaters, and noddies
are frequently sighted over the canal. The cliffs at the
eastern end of the canal are inhabited by fur seals.
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Amrit Work Kendrick, Charles Darwin
Research Station, Isla Santa Cruz,
Galápagos, Ecuador. Present address: Star
Route, Stonewall, Texas 78671, USA.
Bernardo Gutiérrez with the male tortoise he raised as
a pet. Bernardo Gutiérrez con el galápago macho que
crió como mascota.
HOW OLD 15 THAT TORTOI5E?
By: Thomas H. Fritts
Visitors to Galápagos frequently ask about the age,
growth, and maximal life span of the giant tortoises.
Often, the visitor has previously heard that turtles,
and especially land tortoises, are capable of living
more than a century, but the question resurfaces when
confronted with the large size and regal aspect of the
adult tortoises in Galápagos. Just how old are the
various male tortoises in the corrals at the visitor
site near the Park/Station tortoise complex on Santa
Cruz? In general, little information exists on these
tortoises because they are animals confiscated or
voluntarily returned to the Park by people who had the
tortoises in captivity at the time the Park was
declared. Because no one can be sure from which
island or population these tortoises came, they are
held at the visitor si te for educational, research, and
interpretive uses.
Recently during a casual conversation with Captain
Bernardo Gutiérrez, a native of San Cristóbal and
operator of the tourist boat San Juan, a story unfolded
that allows tentative establishment of the age for one
of the large tortoise males seen by nearly every
visitor to Galápagos. Bernardo's story follows. When
